whether its internal trade, required that internal improvements

'h:;":l.m:ﬁil time the Government of the Umlul_ States
o a debt of one hundred million dollars.  In addition to
ing the interest oo that debt it had made a great .pBropn

-‘.ll,l'iiﬂ for the purpose of liquidating the principal. By the
funding act, which was then passad, ton milluins of cotars
were sct avide annually for the purpose of liguidating

“the United Stutes, which wes to be applied before the ather
e ditures wore met.  Now, while that debt was in the
eape "::“l,,-- being lm.;.—whiiu the Government of the United
g‘:fl, & were discharging ten millions of the public debt annual-
Iy—it was at that time, and during that process, that these
!. sropriations were ¥ ; and mude, as I have ulready
:,fiid ‘P‘-;:[. reference 1o the residuum that should remain in the
Treasury of the United States alter meeting the appropriations
imade by law.  Now, I well remember that while this process
was going forward, it was the prevailing opinion in this House
that, whenever the public debt of the eountry should be paid,
the sinkifg fund of ten million dollars, w?ur:h would then be
Jisengaged, would necessarily be lp?ro[[nnted to some other
object. 1t was suppesed that the great interests of the coun-
trv—that its industry would not be at so great a charge as
¢hiat this ten million dollars annually raised fir that purpose |
chould at once be closed up. It is true, the fne_mla of internal |
improvement looked forward o the !nmgk;all:llbla should
be discharged 05 10 W08 5l proced that the revenue of
26609+ would remain the same, and it was supposed that this
ten millions of dollars would be spent in increasing the civil |
and military and naval expenses of the country, unless it were
applied 1o this great system of internal improvements. ‘That |
it would be spent somewhere was very evident ; and it was 8
question among the friends of internal improvements whether, |
when that debt was paid, the sinking fund should be paid out |
to the people of this country for the labor and materials ne- |
cessary for these great public works, or whether there shéuld .
be inthe place of it an enormous increase in the ordinary ex- |
penditures of the Government, . i

Now, it #0 happened that just =t the moment when this|
national debt was paid off, the Executive of the Unite-:l Siates .
thought proper—at the very instant when the nation bad |
greater ability than it had ever had before—the Executive of |
the United States thought proper to lay his hand upon that |
braneh of approprintions and to arrest it.  And, sir, what fol- |
Towed, when that veto, which is alluded to in the present mas
sage of we President of the United States, was sent to the
House * 1t was at o time when this Government was in the
receipt of alarge surplus revenne.  The result of omitting to
make any disposition of this sinking fund was, in the first |
place, largaly to swell the expenditures and extravagance of
the Government itself. That was the frst result.  Thenext
consequence was, that in the course of two or three years an
aceumulation of about forty millions of surplus was found to
be in the Treasury of the United States, locked up.  Forty
millions of dollars, which went to bring about a state of ex-
citement in this pountry, of speculation, of fnancial derange-
ment, that finally terminated in a convalsion which shook not
merely the Government ol this country, but all its industrial
interests to their very centre.  Now, suppose, ihstead of the
aceumulation of this forty millions of dullars in the Treasury
of the United Ststes—which was loaned out liberally all over
the country, going to inflate and expand its eq 5 and
swell its business—soppose that ‘ten millions of dollars had
been annaally appropriated to the improvement of your rivers
and harbors : that it bad been paid out over this country to the
“toiling millions,” (to use the language of the President,)
for their labor and the materials that would have been neces-
sary for these great public works, what would have been the
consequence * It would have relieved your Treasury from
this penalty ; it would not, as has been argued by the Presi-
dent of the United States—it would not have izvolved this
country ina debt; it would have saved the country from the
convulsion that followed. Sir, that would have been the
effect of permitting that =vstem, which was then wisely estab.

isted no such the same result was involved ' At that
time the debt of the United States had not been paid, and, in
addition to $10,000,000 that was sel apait as a sinking fund,
the law providing for the payment of the publio debt also pro-
vided that all balances should go towards unnguulnn!l the
public debt, 1 then, the money was taken from the T'rea-
sury, which by law was set apart for the extinetion of the
public debt, Iru‘t; not the same as t{ they bad pussed a loan
bill to have met those priations TaRE

It was very clear :.!!P:;m (Mr. B ) that in efbect such a
course, il pursued, would have been antagonistical to that
which the gentleman from Ohio represented 1o have been in-
tepded,  And so far from the statement of the President of
the [nited States being over the mark in this particular, if as
the gentleman said the President had set down the amount of
the Jebt that would have been contracted at $200,000,000, in
his (Mr. B."s) opinion the President had greatly underrated
it. 'What had been the experience of the country 7 Look
at the condition of the States. Many of them were involved
in bankrupley, and were driven almost to the alternative of
repudiation. This too oecurred, nuu_wlhslundmg lh_a more
direct responsibility of the representative to the constituency
he represented, growing out of the simallness of the constitu-
encv. And in the second place there was better local infor-
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little geographical information, who was not able to judge of
the necessity and the propriety of the approprintion. But
tiaw woulld it be if power were granted to the General Gov-
ernment 1o make appropriations for internal improvements to
the extent clab ? What membsr would possess the ne-
oessary information ! How were they to get the necessary
informetion *  They must roly npon the representations of
the districts, and they would be iuterested in doceiving thum,
or rely en the reports of engineers, and they were too often
deceptive,  Thus, then, they would not have in their legistn-
tion any Letter information than that which was no safeguard
against extravagance in’the States,

But, more than all, there was a restraint upon the Stoate
Logislatures which did not exist in the General Governinent—
direct taxation.  In the States the representative who voted
fur expenditures had to vole to rise the money; and how could
it be done but by direct taxation *  And they all koew with
what lerror a representative in any of the States would return
to n constituency on whom he had voted to lay taxation in
that form. However thay might be deluded by argumenta to
believe that taxation is a blessing, when it led to direct taxa-
tion the argument would fail to carry conviction home, for
then the appeal was made to the purse. Here, however,
there were other interests  Here was the great tarifl interest,
which was to be benefited by taxation, and which would vote
expenditures without respect to the application of the money,
There were also local interests combined with the tanift inte-
rest, and all reprosentatives from the portions of the country
that were 1o be lenefited by the application of the money
would vote for appropriations without those powerflul restraints
existing in the States. But it they went on here to the verge of
baukruptey, what wonld be the condition of the eountry 7

He eaid when he rose that he Jdid not intend to go into an
elaborate discussion, but simply to reply to the remarks of the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. VixTox) on one ;mintl; and on
that point suppose such a purpose as the gentleman indicated
had existed in Congress at that time ; suppose there was no
disposition to expend more money than the avatlable balaner
in the Treasury, did the gentleman believe that after they had
once commenced the system, there wonld have been power to
resist it} No: they would have contracted a debt, but they
would have avoided the liquidation of that debt.  What had
been the experience of the country since ’  During the lust
session of Congress, in a time of war, when the Government
was compelled to resurt 1o heavy loans to sustain the war ; at
a time st which it was predicted in all quarters that we could
not raise the money except at o great sacrifice, with the tanf!
of 1846 in existence—under such citcumstances, by a large
majority, appropristicns were made for internal improvements

lished, to have taken its course,  But, sir, instead of that, in-

to the amount of a million and o half of dollars.  He repeat-

stead of these moneys being appropriated in that mode, spread- | #d, this was during a time of war to sus'ain the national ho-
ing their benefits over the country, enlarging the commerce of | nor, when all its resources were necessary ; and if at sucha

the country, building up your defences—instead of that, we
all know where it went to, and what was the consequence.

Now, in reference to that declaration of the President of the | the extravagance that would follow ?
Upited States, that by the veto of the then President of the i

United States, and the arresting the then contemplated system

time bills of this cort could be passed, he would usk what,

| when the pressure of war was passed, would be the end of

Figures woull searce-
ly tell the ampunt. The ability of this nation would he
stretched to its utmost tension, and it would be scarcely suf-

of internal improvements, the country was saved from being | ficient,

involved in such a det us he has estimated—a declaration | : | !
ill:llt'l. the House would dispose of this au'hJﬂl:: to-day.

coming from authority so high and respectable ns that of the
President of the United Spates is caleulated, among the honest
prople of this country, to create a prejudice not merely against
the system of internal improvements, but against those who
then contemplated the sppropriation of a portion of the reve
nues of this country for that purpose.
(said Mr. B.) before that false impression shall go out to the
country, do I desire to take notice ofit, and to say there is not,
there never was a party in this House who contemplited to

carry out the system of internal improvements by borrowing | tee of one from each 4 4
I kuow of po | with attention to this message ; and iswas nothing more nor

money and plunging the country into deht.

Maicly {or this reason | merce, and substityte o motion for a special committee.

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvanin, eaid it was not likely
}!l'
therefore moved that the House adjourn.

The mation was not sgreed to, :

Mr. STEWART sunzested to the gentleman from Tiinois
to withdraw hiz propo-ition to refer to the Committee on Com-
l'll'
thought the sulject was of sufficient importance to jnstify
the creation of a special committee, and to entitle it to sucha
reference.  He should even like to see it referred to a commit
h State of this Union.  He had listeged

gentleman on thisMoor who has been o more uniform friend | l¢ss than a denial by the Executive of the rzht of this Gov-

of internal improvements than myself, and yot I never have |
seen the day when I would have voted appropristions for this | but on the l!ll--ﬂl.fv.l:
\ ment on that sithjoct in all its parts.

system that would bave added W the dolit of the United States,
or rather | have pever seen the day when | would bave raised
a loan for the purpose of carrying on internal improvements.
Nor do | believe there (3 any such party. My view of the
system of internal improvements is this: 1 would keep up the
wmilitary, naval, and civil establishinents of the country ¢ if
there was any surplus remaining [ would devote it to internal
improvements. And [ mean harbors on the seaboard a= well
as op the lakes ; improvements on the exterior as well as the
interior : I would devote it to those purposes that would facili-
tate intercommunication ; that woald build up the trade of the
country nol merely among ourselves but with foreign nations.
And, sir, all the argument which ia so elaborated by the Pre-
sident of the United States, who congratulates, or seoms to
congratulate, the country on baving escuped from bwing in-
volved in a debt that would not have been discharged—it is
all an errory ail o delusion.  And it arose from the fact that
the President of the United-States cannot have given to the
history of this subjeet that investigation which it roquires.

Mr. V. repeated the wish, in concluding, that this message |

should go to the Committee on Cammerce before it was print
ed, and when it was printed that the message itsell and the
reply to it should go out together to the people of this coun-
try, so that there might be fairfplay, and that sl who res] may
have an opportunity o sde both sides of this question beio
they formed their opinion upen it.

Mr. HARALSON did not rise to reply to the remarks of
the geotlemau from Ohio ; fur, § wlerstood that genileman
correctly, uny discussion o et at this hour would.be
out of place. T Were no very much g the darck,
for no gentleman could fully understand the powitions taken in
the message, ond ¢ s could nol properly make them
the subject of discussion in thie House, But the I',,..i..,ﬂu wn of
the geatleman from Ohio wus, atter hie had replied at length
to some portions of that message,
wait and permit the reply to go forth before they
wage itsell. He was not apprized of the course of legislating
it was usual to take with messages of tl deseription, but it
would seem to him that another motion other than that which
tiad been mado would be the proper oha aoder the eircun
stances in which they were placed. If he underwond ih
sright, .t was n message from the President of the United States
giving his reasuns why he bad refased his assent toa bl of t
lust szas Congress ; and, in the first place, any dideis
sion of it 3}
derstand 1t
fore, thut 1h
printit.  T'h ik

ent the mes-

d be out of place.

by the Hoose. [

this floor. A
nass of gontber

y

lamd. Why, then,
argument it oppsit
acommittee.  The re
not be withheld from the o
the Reporier's tables

vel 1}

Lt thien e message be printed.
gentlemen, may thizk proper o
moved to lay the mesago

The BPEAKER iatiinu

v inake,

v, and that it be printed

wid the other was not debatabi,
Mr. HARALSON presumed v could ba divided, and
the qurstion taken first on ove and aftorw nls on the other.
The SPEAKER l’i“l!ilw! that unlews the OGNS WErE B
rated, one being debatabile, the detuie woull b continued.
Mr. HARALSON then would Ity i motion by mov-
ing, first that the message be printed ; [
should wove to lay it on the tabie if s onon wern agreed to,
Mre. BAYLY did not rise to enter jnio o growreal diseursion
of the questions which had been debated thinro i duy, tame-
Iy, the power of Congress over the suliect of 1110rqal H nproves
mests.  He should reserve himself for o mare «jproprinte oe-
casion to express hie views on that quostion, Bt e rose 1o
reply 1o some positions which be understiod 1he postiviman
from Ohio (Mr. Vixrox) 1o have assumed. T gontloman
feom Ohio had iformed them that the Prosident of the 1 ited
Statew, in his mesage, had stated that but for the intoerp si-
tion of the veto of Gen. Jackeon, arrestiog the syt of in
ternnl improvemenie by this Governmenty the eount would
bave been involved in debt to the amaunt of 200,000 G060
for impruvements which were then contempleted.  That he
utiderstood 1o be the point Ui which the geatleman from e
objected.  “T'he gentleman from Uhia says that he was here
al that and that there was 1o parly here that was in
Javor of involving this Governmant in dobt for the purposs of
wearying on internal improvements,  He sail all that %as thon
con was the expenditure of the unappropriatod ba-
lane in the Freasury. Now, did not the gentleman from
Ohio, in the fulnessof bis information, know, that if there ex-

t they should paliently |

hey had had an opportunity to read and -
It seemed Lo him, there-
wition should be to lay it upon the table and
ild be the proper motign to make on this | 1)
oeccasion, and uot W allow a reply to go forth before the mes-
sage itsall Lad Seen putlished to the country and onderstood  ment
could not be concealed that ils coutents Ity
would be axrmined from day to day, and that replies would | I

be made Lo i1 by the alvacates of internal improvements on !
Irealy evidence had bwen furnished of the readi- | dent Ll by
"t place themeelves in opposition to the po- ! I
sitions sssumid in the mesage, aml perhaps he should not be | Of pea
wropg o saying thet there would be fifiy replies to it on this | the rizgln
floor, whence Uiey woull sion he sant to every caruer uf the |
$ withhold the meseage until an |
wuld be sant to the eountry from

of the gentleman from Oliio would | this Gavernimer

untry, for they were already on | 80d ungicstions
; el

the whole go forth to the ciuntry with all the replies which Ruerr,) who dopied
With these views he

gentleman from Goorgin .
that he had coupled two motiins tagether, one of which was | ‘nitident th tlu

ntice that he |

ernment over internal improvements, not ouly on the lakes,
It denied the power of this Govern
This was a new view
of this subject. 1t had been reserved 1o the present President
| to make the grand diseovery that every President who has
preceded him has violated the constitetion.” W by, the pre-
| sent Executlve himselfl bas violated the constitution, if the
| views exyressed in (his message are well founded, for he has
himeelf sanctinned appropriations which he now denotnces as
unconstitutional.  This was an attempt on tie part of the
| Presiden to break down and destroy one of the mast import
| ant and valuable powers conferred by the constitution on Con-
| gress—the power of mprovement ; the power to improve the
| internal condition of our comnin country.  This most valua-
tle and beneficial power was now to be stricken down by the
Executive arm ; this great and salutary power was to he de-
| strayed. And what then would be the eondition of the great
| interior of the country * *He asked gentlemen who represent
| the interior of the country and the great West, the country of
the rivers, and lakes, and inland seas, hiow were returns of
the public money, which was taken from all alike, to be'made
1o the districts fom’ which it comes, if this power is to he do-
| stropedd © The great West might pour out its moeylike its
i s to the Atlantie, bat destroy this power snd they would
roy the means which alone could carry it back again and
diffuse it, like the fertilizing showers, over the whole countey
Our navy, with ita sliipvards, were on the sinbioard ; our forte
and fortifications and light-houses are &ll on the seaboard - and
all other sources of expeniditure by this Government were
! now in Mexico and other foreign lands : and, aceurding to
| this message, the interior of the country was to be severed
| from the benefitsof all pational dishursements, now and for-
| over.  He wished gentlemon from the West to 10!l him how
any part of the money collected by this Government can be
l'iprnded in the interior, if the power of internal improvement
w not possessed by this Government,

Hud not this power been exercised from the foundation of
the Government to the present hour, and whicre was the debt
or the danger ?  Gentlemen might as well 1ol bim that there
was dauger in i approprintions to build fortifications
beenuse this power might be abuel. T'he !
might Lo made to appropriations for the army and the navy,
fur thes 1o might be sbused amd dolis t b eontracted,
There was no power possessed by this Government that might
not b abused by bad men ; the remedy for this i« in tge hands

File people.  Delit was the objection mise the Prestdent
to eroute alarm and deter us fromm making iuternal improve-
inente ; lu there was no diffienity about coutracting Jebis for
jorts. Was not the President now involving the eoun-

! by the proescution of lils war uport Mexics ' And
rrre valuable and important would by the digharse-
nillions and tens of mitlion which this war will
< improvement of our internal condition *  For
w would riither see this m ey thus !'\‘]‘f"'uird
"Wated to the prosecution of a war which the Presi-
wolf made without consulting Congress, the war-
t. The President not only asiumes all powers
s1r, but 1 the message Just read he orrogates
et 14 s oor dmits—"* thus far shalt thou go

it

making

ani

and o furthor ™ Bt where was the danger of debts, con-
sol.dation, anil ntoferred to wo often in this messaze *
This terribile "

! hern exercised from the foundation of

\ power which he affirmed was os
n-any other gxarciacd hy this Grovernmen!
He would ask the gontloman from Soath Carolina, (Mr
the powwssion of this power, where he
got the power ta Laild forts and fortifications, and to east can-
o, and provids i oof war, in the constitution * No-
where.  But thes exercioed this power, boecause it wy
! wer to ruse armigs.  The powor to i
| internal improscments was not an expresa but an feeidentnl
power, Gansee o b the express right eonferred by the eon
| sttutian to regulste commeren with foreign nations and 1
| twreen the States oy L the express power to employ
| **all the mean T wiere nocessnry mn | proper to carry it
effect the fore : " They hind not only conistinn
tional anthormy 19 wnmeree among the States, ot

hind
ciear

nr

e b el d—— e o i = 4n

doubted than the great power of national defence angd nation-
al improvement, and it was the last power that he would con-
sent to surrender.  But the Presideot said in this messago that
the States, and not the Federal Governmnent, would pruv:ldu
for these improvements, And must this Government, which
is charged with the power to regulate internal commerce,
transport the mail, and defend the country in time of war, be
dependant on the States for the mesns of executing their gieat
powers /. The constitution never contemplated sach i ab-
surdity. .
Suppose a road would be more ** necessary and proper” o
the defence of the country than a lort, would the Goveinment
have the power then to make & road ?  Most unguestionably,
for Congress was the judge of the fitness of the wmeuns
without limitation.  'I'he Government could exercise that
¢r even 1o the construction of a railroad to Oregon, or
rom north to south, A good system of railroads, in his julg-
ment, would be much more available for the national defince
than any system of fortifications that could be devised, and
useful uitke in peace or war,

1f we had bad our present railroads from the North o this
place during the last war, this Capitol and the President's
House would never have been sacked and burnt by o foreign
eaemy. 1, a8 now, we could have tr forees from
Racein, Noww Worliy Philadelphia, and Baltimote, this Jis-
grace would never bave occurred.

His view of the power of Congress over this whole sulieet
was this: each of the express powers carries with it its own
appropriste means of execution ; without this, this Govern-
ment could never have been put in motion. Congress wus
expressly invested with the essential power of employing all
the means necessary for carrying into full efféct the great sub-
stantive power conferred upon it. . The constitutional provi-
sion, then, which gives o Congress power to regulate con-
merce between the States carries with it the Jm“r to impqﬂwr
shvers ol Larbors,  Lvery express power cirries s inclilen-
tal powers with it ; so the power to transport the mails earrics
wills it the power to make mail roads, and do all other things
which are necessary and proper to the transmissi
the mail. T'he military power carried with it the power to
make military rqads as well ns supply cannon and fortifications,
if equally necessary and proper for the national defence, 'The
power of internal improvement was not, therefore, derived
from one but from several grants of power in the constitution |
it was the power to employ the means that wore necessary 1o
accomplish the great ends of Government, If geutlemen
wuould look at the decisions of the Supreme Cowt they would
find this doctrine cleacly laid down by Chief Justice Murshall
on severul occasions.

He well remembered the fact which had been alluded to by
the gentleman from Ohio. The board of internal hmprove-
ment, under (he act of 1824, was organized by Mr. Calhoun,
then Secretary of War. T'his board was employed several
years in makiog a national map, with estimates amounting,
as the President said, to more than a hundred millions of dol-
Iars, tor the use of Congress, and which Congress was to take
up and carry out, selecting the most important first, from time
to time, when surplus means were on hand. But nobody
ever dreamed of incurring a debt of one hundred millions of
dollars, ns was stated in the President's message just read.
Nor had this power ever been ahused, nor could it ever he
sbueed ; for, before any object could be entered upon, it must
receive the approval of u majority of the members of this
House, and also of the Senate : and no object that was not
national in its charncter could ever receive this high sanction.
In this was the great security ngainst the abuse of this power;
and hence he contended the danger apprehended by the Presi-
dent was visionury and groundless.  Such were lriefly his
views of the power, of this Government over this whole
=ubject.

He would again say that he hoped the motion of the gen-

might go to a select committee, to report on the question whe-
ther the powers over internal improvements, comprehending
our rivers and our harbors, on the lakes and on the seaboard,
wuore alike to be stricken down by the Executive atn ; whe-
ther these great and salutary powers, exercised from the foun-
dation of the Government, by every Congress and every Pre-
sident, were now 10 be blotted out forever by the Presidential
veto 5 or whether they were to be retained to confer, as they
had conferred, countless benefits and blessings on our com-
mon country.

Mr. SCHENCK said : The paper which has just been
presented from the President is of a character so anvmalous,
that it is not to be wondered at, Mr. Speaker, that we should

tution., His objegtions to a river and harbor bill passed by the
last Congress are made the pretext for sending hi
now o ue in this shape—to us, a different Congress, who cun
engage in no legislation having reference to thut lill.  And
yet it is not hard to understand the intention and object of the
President, nor why such a message is sent here, il at this
particulur time. It is “‘a speech from the thi "
literally a speech from the throne, snd wothing moe rior loss,
It s the Excoutive afgument against internal imp:ovenents,
claborately prepared, and then conveniently re.orved un
some fitling occasion should present itself when that sulyj
was belore the House for debate.  If there had been uny doubt
about this couning purpose of the President, it was made
parent by what transpired when the message was 1
in. Qe gentdeman, among the friends of the Exe
{Mr. Thuonrsox, of Mississippi,) understood at onoe thi «
Private Secretary was charged with the delivery of somel
which “related to the sabject-matter now under con
tion, " ntd so appealed to the gontleman from South Ca
(Mr, Weonwann) to yield the floor to Mr. President.
when soine genjleman from this side of the House, my 1
bor from Nank Carolina, (Mr. Cuixesaxs, ) Ibelieve, rema
that the conmunication * was nothing upon which the |
could aet,”" # was very siguificantly replied, and so load
could none of us avoid hearing, by another gentlem:
the way, that it * was something which would act .
House, though '™

tliw
I bave no doubt, Mr. Speaker, |y that
gentlemen has construed the objeet of the message wil al-
misalie accuracy. W hy, sir, in the anngal message of th Pre.

sident, sont 1o us st week, there was not one word () Le
found in its whaole protracted length—not an allusion, 101k,
to the suljoct of riversand horbors, or any improveres« of
the covitry. My constituents, and all the people in the treat
interior of the country, will be dissatistied if not astonish. | by
guch omission of attontion to these important iuterests | |yt
here we have the explanation ; the President was holding |k
to throw in his argument against these great interests whoy it
might b suppored to have the most effeet, and he mulis of
the bill of lust session, which he refused to approve, the |k
to hiang thut nrgument pn.  His friends have their cus 1w,
These aro the orders from the palace,  But will the i+ e

dent Demoernts of the North and West be obedient « 1

royul behost 2 Will it “act” upon them > We bl

[ think not.

Considering this, then, as no more than the Execatice o cly,
valuntecred i the course of this debate, [ am not entircl: e
pared 1 sny that we should ruise a sclect committee 10 ¢ si-
der and rept upon it My colleague (Mr. Vixron|
that projosition ; and the gentleman from Pennsylvani

Srewanr) zests that such a committee should cone .t of
ope memb m cach Siate of the Union. T regret to (ool
obliged 1 r from both thees gentlemen, T doulit if uop

conmidiern

- should be given to this paper, any moc thn
we wou'd dignify in that way any other argument maly iy
the progrese of the debate. It seems to me that the e

should whe the ordinary course, and lic upon the table, v
there is 1o action of the House to bs required as cons

upon it I have no objection to its being printed, pr
no extra eapies are o be ordered.  Indeed T wish to soc and
nx t further.  Let us have it in the asual shape for the

use ol members.  As to sending out a reply with it i 1he
shope of a reporty if that were even,necessary, gentlenio inny
be cure that it will at onee be made publie through the jewa.
papers, either in its entire longth, or in the form of a'utracts
of iticontents, in cases where editors or printers coonot wes
commuolnte the whole of it.  For myself 1 want it togo «broud
vl be read by the people. | am not alraid of it jnfyopes,
ror of the ssues it makes azainst those interests and cuinis of
the country which it sttacks and denounces.

Dut there 1= an additional reason against a reficonco (o a
league (Mr. Vixros) to substitute for the Cap
Commeree, two eommitiees, ine to have charge
commercd and the other of egmmerce among the ~iuis,  In
case of such separate commitloes being formed, the «amittee
on comimeree among the States would certainly be 1l proper
utid appropriate one for this reference.

Lot me sy a word here, Mr. Speaker, ns 1o thit j<opasition
of my eolleague.  He moves that the present Con ajties vn

Mee on
fureign

| they have s dotend the vountry in war, and o bans
| povt the maile : nodl tiey bad 1he expres4 pawer to employ al|

Commeronr bo wade the commiltes on eomimeres nong the
States, and would eresto an entirely new comiitte: fue fir-
vign commeres. At a proper time I shall move o ymend-
enst praviding that diveerly the reverse be the orapization
wicd artangement of those two committecs s that the commite
e as it pow exists shall be the eovanittee on Lo com:
i reey, wind the new one 10 be rapsed the commus o) GO -

meree among the States. T find cause for this i the consid-

| the means that wore nncessnry and praper to carry into «flict | tuton of the present committee, without diparssonont of the

these powers Aid wore it roade and canals necessary Lo | alnlity of any of the wort! v and bonorable gentlene, w ho com=

regulnte commeros iman g i States, defend the country, il | poseit, Looking atits composiiion i will be secin 8t i iy made

troneport the mals * Ayl wlo but Congross could judge of | i of six members from the Atisntic Sistes, (s of hem,
the Broees and joopriety af the means to bo emploved i cor [t teue, not iminediately on the seaboand,) oo 2o the ex
}

rying into e ffeet tiesi gy
as the gentleman i
could a'one judge

1ol exprens powers 7 Congross,
win (M. G, I;“H‘!I‘rl!) had enil,
When they earriod out gn express power,
they were to nee the meand that were necessary.  And where
wae the Hanitation * e anly limisation was this s that the
mwins employed shall e v g omsenry and [ll'ﬂf"'r“ to the end
to be accomplishod . Who il preseribe th Congress where
to bl & fort * For this o ernment, it ia conended, has
the vight v Boald forte snd fort Beatrons,. - Amd why’ Tt was not
rrpross, but inehdera] auly o the warmakiog power  Wh,
then, shall dietate t Congross where 1o build forte, conmtrirt
Fornitiearions, plae Tnove, ereet fiahths or eonstruel har-
bors or roads ¥ Who but Congreas ean ]:hﬂ of the place

whoere it was necessury and proper to pl.cp them.
He apprehended there was o power mo e elear and un-

1

e Southwest, and two oudy out of the mne oo die West
propen, IMhere e in et fow d upon it but one single member
repies ing. country on tue Mussissippi, the Mo, the
Dby, or any of thoir trbutaries, unless indeed in (hat cates
wory we phace the hovorabie govtleman from 1onisana, (Mr
Tuinanoars,) who hus ooeetofore wo wartlily pocupied o
e an the Commitiee on Commeree, und whom | have bee
e mentioned as cotmmg vom the extrome Soutlivedt,

Bat to the mesage. 1 regret that 1 dild 1ot hear it more
distinetly an it has b en remd from the Clerk’s desk. [t sweuck
e, as for an I was abile to gather any thing of ity COTLe T My ae
being for the most part a serving up sud elaborate pr sentation
of the old arguments agninst the existenco of any power of Cone
wroew Lo take enre of the goe o coumme reinl and ienor lnteresiy
of the country. But it coriindy cortwirs ome thing that I heard,

of |

tleman from Ilinois would be withdrawn, that this matter |

have some little doubt and discussion as to the most appro- |
priate disposition to be made of it. It is no veto message, It is |
uot a communication contemplated to be made by the Execu- |
tive to Congress under any provision or clanse i the cousti- |

15 views here |

very |

seieet committes, in the pendency of the resolution | my gole |

which, as furas I know, is entirely new. Wehave had various
lests ﬁonﬂn.loﬁma.'o{llhuplﬂnfﬁnﬂw_ d 1o
internal improvewments, for determining whether appropristions
from the Nutional I'reasury and their ap to such ob-
jeots were constitutional or not.  There is the chemical test
referred 10 lo-day, making all to depend upon the fact whether
the waters to be improved are salt o fresh.  Then, connected
with that, is what I would call the ic/hyologieal test, whether
the fish which frequent the harbors or rivers, where you would
expend your money, are from the sa or found only in fresh

[
szifpils

ig

sink ﬁ.ml“,ln discharge,

water, There is » metearological test sometimes proposed, | and her people are ready to submit to any burden of taxation
to be found by watching the course of the tides the dis- | which may be to keop up her fuir fame. But the
tance to w they ascend ; and Gen. Juckson, less contract- | gentleman from V' says that because the Slates so in-

volved themselves, the General Giovernment must have done
the same ; and by that he would sustainthe Pres-
idents assertion.  That is, if the United States had borrowed
money and gone in debt, why then they would have been in

ed in his views of the constitution than ** Young Hickory,”
was willing to expend money freely for these so only
that it should all be below a port of entry. L was o Jegis-
lative wet, and a very convenient one o, inasmuch as Con-:
gress hus power w to establish u port of entry where it | debt !
will, even though it should be at the source of the smallost Bul the gentleman from Sodf=tarolina (Mr. Rugrr) is
creck, or on the top ridge of the Alleghany mountains! We | alarmed at the suggestion that a committee of this House—or
| have also the phical test, which determines the consti- | a homs department, if one should be established—might en-
| tutionality of u work upon the question whether it lies within | gage in the collection of statistics with a view to_these inter-
| n Suate, or is cut by the dividing line of two or more. And | nal improvements.  And what if that should be done ! It is
' I know not how many more of these solvents of eopstitutional | but collecting information upon which to legislate understand-
| doubts and difficulties there may be ; bat the President has | ingly, There is no cause to fear that inquisition which he
| now hit on one that is surely a novelty. If a patent is  be | apprehends. There needs no domiciliary visits 1o learn the
| tuken out for the discovery, I trust thut no one will interfure | resources of a country, its productions, its wants, the elements
| with his claim. In that part of his message which seems to | of its trade and plclplhz. ‘If the power to regulate com-
| treat of the definition of the terms ** river” und ** harbor,” and | merce among the States is in nd it cannot be de-
| to be, as fur as 1 could hear and undérstand, a sort of lecture | nied, for there it stands recorded and gfhnted in terms in the
therefore on the elements of geography, and sfter he has tuken | constitution—then all the power to collect the sary in-
the bold ground that you cannot help pature at sll, ean make | formation for acting wisely in the exercise of such power follows
no improvements in aid of navigation, he comes to the conclu- | ssn nocessary incident, It is so in otherthings. At this very
sion that the constitutional diﬁenllsr 15 hero : a or inlor | tima, sed fix teu v diles years past, the Fresident has under
s hgr ombee Lo duup uvugl 10 Samit & schooner, but then | appointment, and in the employ of Government, at least two

| you have no right to Lapen it 80 as 1o udmit ships of heavier | parties—one under the direetion, I remember. of Dr, Dale
| burden ; and there is no power, where a'boat can go in, to do | Owen—making a topographical survey of the lands in the
any thing which might let in a schooner ! | far West—in that new proposed territory of Minesots, and the
Herealler, then, the cunstitution is to be measared only by | great wilderness south of Lake Superior. Why are they
line and lead. [A lsugh.] A vessol with a deep keel must | there, and how engaged ?  T'héy are ascertaining the heighs
take care lest it run against one of these constitutional shoals; ' of mountuins, the qualities of soil, secking for beds of ore, and
but one of your flat-botlomed coasters might get into the same | studying the geological formation, ns well as the external fen-
| barbor and ride securely under the protection of the supreme | tures of that wild and distant part of the public domain, We
law, the great organic law of the United States. It would bother | have had through the Executive, and are still to haye, reparts
gentlemen  exceedingly, 1 think, to decide the character | of their proceedings. | muke no objection toit.  But whence
]| and constitutional privileges of one of those centre bourd ves- | came such power in the Executive, or in any department of
sels to be found on the lukes and in the bays on the Atlantic | this Government, as would authorize expeditions of this kind?
|cous!, in which the constitution could be let up or down | We have power to legislate, and the President has r to
! [laughter] at the pleasure of the navigator. Hereafter all | act, in reference to the proper management and disposition of
vessels thut navigate along the shores of the United States, | the public lands, In order to legistal wisely and judiciously,

l whether of the lakes or the ocean, instead of » chart, should | and to manage these lands properly, it is required to have in-
| be provided with a copy of this message, and your man in | formation in regard to them—their situation, character, and
| the bows, s in the approach to land he comes to soundings, | quality. The procuring by such means this information is
must heave the lead as before, but instead of the usual sailor | incident to action on the main subject. But these are *¢sta-
cries, **by the deep six”—* by the mark five!—** quarter | tistics”” of which the gentleman from South Carolina has such
less four"'—must ery, “‘con sli-fu-tion-al”"—** un-con-sti-tu- | dread. Why, sir, it would seem ns ifthat gentleman could
tion-al”—as he measures the depth of water over which he is | seo in each one of these innocent surveyors and scientific gen-
sailing into port, [General merriment.] Then, at that last | tlemen, as he trudges through the swamps out there, or climbs
fearful ery of wurming, *Put your helm down hard,” will | the hill sides, with his barometer swung at his back, an
shout Skipper Polk.  And so will not only your little ven- | armed enemy of our country ; and when one of them, in,
turous conster, bul the ship of state itself, be saved from wreck | his geologicol researches, goes pecking with his little hammer
! upon the shouls of the congtitution ! It will be no objection, | among the rocks and stones 1o see whether he finds gneiss, or
| I suppose, that your constitutional powers, under this rule of | sandstone, or lime, he frightens a strict constructionist as if
navigation, will hawe to rise and fall with the tide. he were battering away at the foundations of our constitu-
Mr. Speaker, I topeat, this is a rare and new test or dis- | tional liberty !

covery as to tional appropriations ; and perhaps there I understand, Mr. Speaker, too, that this President, so
may be in this, if in nothing else, an argument for sending

ng | squeamish about constitutional power, has sent a party of naval
the messagoe to a seledt committee,  Perhaps {urther examin-

1 officers to survey, explore, and bring home a report of the
| ation will lead to-other discoveries of views equally novel and | character and peculiarities of the shores and waters of the Dead
| im{mmm.
|

Sea! Well, it may be all right; but where gets he power

n truth, we bave naw at last ascertained what system of | for that? He cannot find warrant, it seems, for surveying

¢ protection” our President, and those of his party who think | one of our own maguificent lakes. If it be not altogether

| with him, are willing tofavor. Not protection by providing | Quixotic, it would seem that he must have some other ohject

| for the safely of the flivesiand the property of the people, ex- | than the purposes of commerce or navigation in view in such

| posed to the perils of inland or sesbonrd nuvigation, any more | an expedition ; perhaps he has heard of and hunts for those

| than protection of their laor by discriminating legislation on | Dead Sea fruits, which we are told look fair to the eye but

| another subject ; but the snags and rocks, and sandbars in | turn 1o ashes on the lip, like many of the fruits of the modern
| your rivers, the bars which obstruet the entrance to your har-

Democracy which he professes,
| bors, all these are 1o have extended over them, according | Al the powers needed for works of improvement, says the
 this modern creed of demucratic construction, the protecting

; d of President, are with the States, and by them enly should be ex-
| wgis #f the constitution ’

ercised, if at all, however national the object. And, as [ un-
| I'might say something here, Mr. Speaker, on what some | derstand the argument, he seeks to prove the efliciency as well
| may consider a slight inconsisteney in the views of the Ex-

as the propriety of this State system, as opposed to the exer-
| ecutive, whofindssuch formidable, such insuperable objections

{ cise of any power by Congress, by pointing to the examples of
| to expending a single dollar for works of improvement st home, | Virginia and South Carolina and oiher States, whose legisla-
and for the development of the great resources of our try,

tivn for such purposes he cites. Sir, I wish to say nothing
and nevertheless instructs his commissioner in Mexico to ne- | disparaging of any State, old or new ; to make no invidious
gotinte with the Government of that Republic (il he can find any |

| comparisons.  But it will surprise, 1 know, the people of the
there) to secure the right of way acruss the isthmus of Te- | West if we are 1o understand that the President means to en-

huantepee. (Mr. 8. said he hoped he pronounced the name of | force his view of the better plun and system of improvement
the place correctly.  We should all learn better, he sup- | by-the example of Virginia, for instance. God bless the OLl
posed, when we gol some Mexican represcitatives here—not | Dominion!  She is identfied with much of the Lest history
such ** Mexicans” as gentlemen over the wuy have of our ¢

“Halls of the Montezamas,” coming here to take their | upon these great questions, and her
seats in a Congress of the United States. T'hey would per. | thew, ns our guide. There is not a State in the Union more

| haps teach us thick tongued Anglo-Saxons to give due utter- | blessed by Heaven with abundance of natural resources for |
ance to what seem now, to some of us, very strange and hard | prospenity ; but we cannot regard her as an instance of the |

worde.  And he was more particulasly anxisus about it, s best development of those resources in her institutions and

| he enjoyed the distinguished honor of being chisirman of the | public works. Perhaps it may be that we are too utilitarian |
Committee on Rouds and Canals, and, for aught he koew, | in my part of the country. Born in the West and educated |

that part of the message might yet be riferred to that committee. | with the habits of thought which prevail there, it may be that
From that other executive light, the second efficer in the | I regard too Lighly a spirit of progrossive energy, stimulating

Government, the public has learjed that this right of way over | to the development and improvement of all the capacities of |

the isthmus is wanted for the purpose of digging aeanal. And | our country and people, and leaning to the most liberal con-
aow here is a President who cannot letour little coasting ves-  struction of the powers of the General Government: The Vir-
sels go alung the shores of our States without a risk of their | ginian may be wiser who prefers to sit down and indulge rather
stranding on the constitution, but who is able to overleap o in speculation upon und cpposition to the exercise of what he
quarter of the continent and find authority to dig a canal to | coneeives to be doubtful powers.
connect the waters of the Atlantic and Pacifie veeans ! haps, should be Memory, looking back upon the past, and
And now a word about one of those other testa of the con- | thus, with eye averied from her path, rinning a hazard of
stitutionality of works of internalimprovernent.  Some decide | blundering as she advances. [ confess that [ profer, for my
| that there can be no approprigtion which is to be expended on | State, that more cheerful goddess Hope, who gazes eagerly
auy work lying entirely within the limits of a single State. | into the future, and cares little for the past, except as it may
Such work, they say, is necessurily local. Let me meot this | afford firm ground from which to leap again and more vigo-
common objection, and illustrate what it leads to by one or | rously forwurd,
two plain instances.  There isiho proposed canal aroundtbe | T'Le debate being resumed on Thurslay— . "
falls at the Sault Ste. Marie. A« the settlements on Lake |  Mu PETTIT said that he wished to detain the Ho
Superior increase, and the great mineral wealth of that region | only for a short time. To reason was the provinee of man.
is more and more made available, there is no improvernent &0 | To reason rightly indicates, in the first place, 8 well-formed
short and easy of construction as n ship canal at that point, | intellect ; and, in the second place, o highly-cultivawd and
which would so immensely gifict the interests of a large sec- | improved one, But to adhers pertinaciously to those opin
tion of this Union. It is not only New York, Pennsylvania,  ions which were formed early in life, closing the mind to the
Ohio, Michigan, and the couniry generally near the lower | light of experiénce, was characterisiic of the dogmatist, and
lukes, that i to be benefited by such a work, but through | was unworthy of an intelligent being. The posifion which |
them all the commerce of the Last, the West, and the whole | he ocgupied on the juestion involved in this message was to |
country. All will be deeply interested in clearing from ob- | him an unpleasant one 5 for, of all things, it was most plea-
struetion and keeping open any such great avenue of trade | sant for him to sgree with those with whom he desized to
and travel.  And yet that coutemplated work lies all within | agree—with those of whose course be had an intense and ar-
the State of Michigan, and would be termed local, and not ' dent desire to approve.  Nothing but the sternest dictates of |
within the purview ol nationa! legislation and appropriation. | duty—settled, as he thought, on well-founded considerations— 5
And there, also, is the canal ajound the fulls of the Ohio. | had brought him to differ from the conclusions and reasonings |
"It lies only in Kentucky, cuting no dividing line of States. | of the message under consideration. If any one man more [
But the whole Mississippi valley is deeply interested in that | than another had srdently wished and laboriously exerted him-
work ; and the Mississippi valley is the granary of the Union. | self to bring into power the presont incumbent of the Execu- |
Every barrel of flour or of pork, every pound of tobaceo or of | tive chair, he might claim that for himsels, though probably |
hemp, and all the rich productions which fAuat down the Ohio | he had not labored so effectually as some others. Nor was
from upper Kentueky and Indinns, from Ohio, Virginia, and | there any member of this House tint more cordiully agrecd
Pennsylvanin, pay tribute to that canal.  The tariff of tolls | with the Administration in all its pronfnent measures than |
imposed there is laid upon evory packuge of al! the vestamount | he did.  That distinction he might also elaim for himself ;
of merchandise ascending to the upper country; upon all the | and he cordially concarred with the Administration in ite mea-
sugar, cotton, and other staples of the South, Is not the ¥ sures in regard to our commereinl relations, our impost duties,
people of the whole wide country, as well as every furmer  the tariil law of 1846, and the annexation of Texas. There
and trader in the interior Siates, interested in having that | was no man there that would give a leartier and more eordial
channel of commerce made a free national thotoughfure | support to the war which we are and have been waging, and
Then the navigable waters of the Maumee river and bay, in  which thus far had resulted to the glory of our arme and the
Northwestern Ohio, they say, must riot be improved, beenuse  honor of our country.  In these things he was an ardent and
lying altogether within the limits of my State.  Yet, if the | cousistent supporter of the Administration. Others might

country, and I wish her all prosperity ; but |
been pleased to hint at—but real Mexicuns, direct from the | we can hardly be persuaded to take her, with her abstractions |
practical working under |

Hiw political embiem, per- |

| was blocked up by logs ; the
structions and the General G

improve a harbor,
the President.

He did not agree with gentlemen ‘
this debate,'who had asserled the right, under the clause con
ferring power to regulate make i
nels of communication, They had the power to
merce with fureign nations and between the Blat
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Ruprr) yesterday took
the ground that this power did not confer the authority to
gulate commerce, unless it passed from one State to another.
‘That gentleman said that cvm\'ﬂﬂl on these rivers and the
Atlantic of twenty tons bu must be 1 Now
take nn illustration, If a vessel of @ hundred tons sailed from
Louisville to Maysville, in Kentocky, not louching Ohio ut
all, that need not be registered, sccording to the act of Con- '
gress. So, if they passed from Cleveland to Bandusky, must
not the vessel be registered > No : it was not commerce with
foreign nations, nor between the several States, and this Go-
vernment was not entrusted  with it at all.  Now, he should
not insist that, by virtue of the clause giving power to regu-
late commerce, they had authority to improve all the harbors
and rivers and inlets of the country ; but the question was,
whether, by any und all of the clauses of the constitution,
they had authority to improve a'harbor, river, luke, or inlet,
for any purpose whatever ?  Because one clause of the con-
stitution does not authorize it, it did not follow- that another
did not. Had they, then, the power ! It was not a question
of expediency, but of power, He was an advocate of pru-
dence now, and prudence forever ; but what was their power ?
He believed it was good eonstitutional doctrine, that, when-
ever o subject was giverr in charge, ull necessary measures to
carry it out were rightful and proper. Whal was necessary
now, he admiited, might not be necessary ten or twenty years
hence, But the point to which he wished to address him-
self was, that, where power existed]in the constitution over
any subject, there existed also all the necessary power, as an
incident, to carry it oyt. Under what authority had this Go-
vernment erected the marble palace yonder for the General
Post Office 7 Under the power to establish post offices and
post ronds. It whs necessary to have a place in which to
transact the business of the Post Office Department. And
again, if no power existed to employ a mail carrier, becanse
there was no specific grant of such power, the aut
would exist to establish post offices and post roads, but there
would be no power to carry out the business of the Post Office
Depirtment.

Buy, further, by what authority was the palace or chateau
erccted in which the Piesident lives? By what power was
the spaciods temple in which they were now assembled built ?
There was no specific grant of power for either. It was an
incident to the power to establish a Government. But it ap-
peared that this power was denied for fear of extravagance.
Expenditures must be kept within reasonable bounds. Our
predecessors erected this stately mansion for the meetings of
Congress, bat, according to the doctrine now maintained, it
ought not to have been erected. What but extravagance
brought those marble pillars here, and the other marble de-
corations about this spacious hall ? Coarser material would
have answered the same purpose. Now, was it really true
that they had no power to make -a building at all, lest they
should be extravagantand involve themselvesin debt ?  But,
in the fulness of time, when our population shall have in-
creased, the resources of this country shall have been develop-
| ed, and we shall bave become the greatest, the happiest, and
| the wealthiest country on earth, who shall say that this Gov-
| vernment may not erect & temple of gold ?
| The power, he maintained, was indisputable.  Now,
| how were these remarks applicable to the subjoet before them *
| They were designed to show that when a power was given,
| the means to exercise that power were necessarily incidental
|toit  Here in the constitution, in a few words, it was said

Congress should have power to declare war, but there wasno
| power given to make peace. Power was given to raise and
| maintain armies, but where is the authority to elothe them ?
Was it net necessarily indicated ? [If it were not so, how
could they mim the soldiers they had the power 1o raise
Must they continue to use the old guns which were borne in
the revolationary war? By what power could this Govern-
ment purebase paixhan guns for the public service *  There
was no such specific grant of power in the constitution.
How, then, could it be done by the general power to raise
and maintain armies ©  Where was the power invested ’
Again, bow could they build large and maguificent fortifica-
tions } How maintain large ship yards wnd build docks *
| What portion of the constitution authorized it > There is
no such specific grant of power. But all these things were

li to enable this Gover to carry out

undoubtedly possessed, for they were
specifically given, If this modern dJoctrine were corvect, he
would ask by what power given by the constitution they were
| enabled to move their army from place to place ! It was by
| virtue of the general war power. The war powor of this
Government was unlimited.  But, again, anether illustration.
| This Government had large manufactures of arms and mu-
nitions of war at Harper's Ferry and other places, but by
what power did they transport them to the different sections
of the Union ?  Could they employ carts and railroads for
their transportation to the places where the soldiers stood ready
to receive them, and anxious, with them, to defend their
country’ Yes, the war power clothed them with all pecessa-
ry authorfly to use sll the means requisite 1o accomplish the
end. But there is no power, says the President, given by the
constitution to the General Government to clear ont rivers and
| harbors, or remove a log from a road ; that this must be done
| by the individual States. Well, suppose then, in the trans-

E
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| the powers which it

| mission of munitionz of war through one of those States which

was eternally oppoaing the war, it should be found that a rosd
State refosing to remove the ob-
over t without constitutional
power to'do it, what was to be done *  This was a plain and fa-

| miliar illustration, but it was one which clearly showed that, if

the positions now assumed were eorrect, in time of war our

' cities on the seaboard might be beaten dowa into ruins, because

this Guvernment possessed not Lhe constitutional power to cut
a log out of a rond, And o it would be with every thing
olse. It was granted that they had power to muke guns of
various descriptions, and had they not power to transport them
to such sections of the country as might require them ?  Must
they lie where they were made ! They had certainly no con-
stitutional authority 1o remove them, according 1o these modern
constructions of that instrament, if they could have nothing
done by incidental power. They could not transport arms
and enlisted men from New Yerk to Pittsburg, in Pennsylva-
nia, and thence to New Orleans, by the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers, for there was nothing about that in the eonstitotion.
Frequently men and arms were shipped from Pittsburg down
the Ohio ¢ and suppose a vessel so employed gets ** susgged,”
or a tree had fallen into the river and obstructed its passage,
where was the constitutional power to remove the obitraetion ?
Suppose this trausportation and this olstruction should oe-
cur duting our war with Mexico, in an emergency, was the
Government to wait until some State outhority should clear
the course fur the passage of the vessel and our troops, that
they might meet the well-organized arms of Mezico * Bueh
a position was ridiculous, and yot the reasonings of the mes-
suge come procieely to that.  Gentlemen might say that, in
an emergency, the Governmoent might exercise this power ;

lines of the States into which the Northwestern territory wos | eluim for themselves a devotion to some particolur e, OF
divided had B#n run east aud west, instead of north and | to some distinetive policy of the country ; but he claimed for
south, as they are ; or il the border difliculty between Ohio  himself to be a supporter of the Administration in all its pro
and Michigoh had been settled otherwise than it was, improve- | minent measures.  He had laboriously defended them and |
ments there would have been perfectly constitutional.  And | pertinaciously adhered tothem froma conseinusness of their be- |
yety in one case as in the other, the same popalation, the | ing right: and it was from these cousiderntions and this course
| snine country, the same interests would be aflected and bepe- | of reasoning that he had come 10 the conelusion to differ from
fited by the improvement.  Why, Mr. Speaker, in one sense | the argument eontained in this & Here was a sub-
every work of intemal improvement may be said to be local. | jeet which, of all others, was doeply interseting to his eonsti- |
There is no disputing the troism that every river, every ca- | tuentu; duty, therefore, imposed on him the vocessity frank-
| nulyevery rond, every harbor ond bay, must be ssmewhere. | Iy and boldly to make Known 1o the enuntry what his views
But these things must bd considered in their connexions, and | were,  Bul allegations and assertions did not amount 1o ar- |
in relation to the extent of country and population to be af- | guments and reasons, Dogmas, how often soever uttered, |
i feeted by them.  That is the true test 3 and if, considered in | could never have the force of truth.  What, then, were tho |
that light, they are national in their charactec, [ know of no | eonclosions of this message * It had beea snid by some that |
they were debating this imessage in the dark.  Perhaps he hud

more judicious and wholesome use of the treasurs of the na- |

tion than to foster, encourage, and provide for them. Of this = heard ae much of this message as others, and perhaps from
nationality of a work, or an uppropriation, Congress must at | that souree, add information obrained from others, he had as |
| Inst be the judge. It ja the same sort O discretion which | good an understanding of it ws any other gentleman ; and, if |
thery must exercise in every other instance of the use of power  he understood the arguments and conclustons of this £e,
conferred upon the legislative depariment ; and [ am sure
there is nothing to Lo jostly ealled latitudinarin or dangerous
in the opinion, as applied to this or any Kindred subject,

Sir, | have no wish, sirongly as [ favor this aystem of in-
ternal improvements, to see appropriations made for any but
what T deem to be works of really nations! importance and |
| interest.  Neither.do I desire to soo the interests of the Enst i
| and the West or the Bouth separated, or treated as if antago- |
| nistic to each other.  On the contrary, 1 deproeate any such |
| feelings

Whint | have said of rivers and harbors applies equally to
roads and eanals—if only they be shown to be works proper |
for nutional consideration and undertaking. T am not one of
| those other modern constructionists who beliove that the con-
i stitution is not amphibious, It has Wfe aud energy 1o pro-
mote the prosperity of the coontry en land us woll us o wa-
ter—on the great table lands of the interior, ax woll as along
the sencoast, the shores of lakes, or the channels of rivers.

1 would contract no debt for these works, My eollcague
(Mr. Viwron) has, with his nsual ability, tiamphantly an-
rwiral that portion of the message In wihich the Preablont
ehargos that if the system of improvements had been pursned,
as conducied under forems r Adininistrations, the country would
now have been involved ' in o debt of two hundeed millions,
It wan in st clearly proved that there hns never hoen a party
favoring mternsl improvements who were willing 1o borrow
money for conducting them.  Nor is the position shaken by
the reply of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Barry ) He

|

it was now for the first tinie that the Exceutive gave to Con- |
gress a tatal denial of the jower—of the power of vither House, |
or of the twn Houses combined, or of the General Government
L in all its branches—to mn'e any jggrovements wherehy the |
| commeree of the country shauld be protected from the billows |
and breakere, and transportad in safety,  He understood the
position assumed by the I'roident was, that such power did |
not exist i the General Goverpment.  Onee he hiad under-
stood the President of s Uiited Sintes to be in favor n(:
improving salt-water harbiors on the Atlantic and our great |
rivers, and erecting lghthouses for the goidance of marioers
and the protection of our commerce.  That power, however,
was niw denied by this i senge, ns he understoad, not only
in the interior but on the soaboprd alvo.  Buch he understood
1o be the conclusions of this message ¢ stich wera it ol;joc!!
and allogations. | He (Mr. 1) wan not in favor of a wild und
extravagant systom of inprovements. §Te who would attempt
such o systern would aet tnchly and fmprodently 5 but th deny |
the right to make auy improvernents was 10 deny n right whie
was toalieninble.  He yosterday heard a well-known shrill
voies nrgue on this subject, wod it seemed o him that there |
was no distinetion drawn botween power and pradence—be.
tween a tight and the ubility . exercise that right.  He de-
vired here 10 draw thut distinetion, tnd, in commenting on |
this message, he shoull use no embittered linguoge towards |
the President of the United States,  He wished to exercise an
anrestiicied reason, and the right (o renson with eqoal free- |
dom he readily yielded 1o others.

but where, he would ask them, was the grant of power * If
this power was possessed in one case, it was possessed in all.
This was the inevitable consequence of the reasoning of those
whose arguments and conclusiuns he was reviewing.

But if this power to remove impediments oxiw at all, when
shall they be removed *  1s it & question of time? Shall it
be done when the Government starts its vesecl, or a week be-
fore, a year, or twenty years *  The Futher of Lis Country
bad lefi them the advice ““in time of peace to rrtpm: for
war o and if these things could be done as en incident of the
war powor, could they not be done when war was not upon
ug, in the excrcise of their judgment, wl ht them to
be slways ready for war P IF not, by what power could they
erect barracks in fime of pesco’ If thoy could erect bar-
racks, coud they not muke ronds passabli, over which their
lraw might pass *

by might not they determine this question for them-
selves In esse of o war with Great Biitain, should we not
be attacked on the northeast coast, on the St Lawrenee, and
on the Lakes *  On that thinly-rettled and ill-prowected fron-
tior, it must bo evident to all sagacious statesmen that the at-
tack mast come 3 and could they pot now make contraets for
the transportation of munitions of war ¢ conld they not now
baild batieries ; or must they wait until the aitack ronlly eame ?

He uiderstond that bills bad been sigried by the President
making sppropriations for the erection and maintenanes of
lighthousea.  Bot under what authority does the President
sanction appropriations for lghthouses, which are o aid com-
meree * rl one thing eould be dore to aid commeree, could
not another thing be done too * IF lighthovees and bescons
could bi errcted o guide commercinl vessole into particular
chunnels, conld not ohetructions be removed from thode chan=
nels to which the vessels were dicected !

At this point of Mr. Prrrir's remarks, and befare he had
concluded hiem, he wos interrupted Ty o message from the
Senate formally sunouncing the desth of the Hon, Jrssn
Bemonr, late a Renotor from the State of Mississippi, who
thed ot hin residence during the recess of Congress ; where-
upon, alter o brief entogy of the deceasrd by Mr Triosmmaon,
of Mesissipps, the Heuso possed the customary tesolutions of
respect amil then wijourned,

» I'he Bennte's procerdipgs of Thursday presented nothing
of pitticulor niterest beyond the announcement of the event
whel we bave jut mentioned ¢ and on Friday there was but
little dos e in the Hoves excopt the anuunciation of the death

| of the Hon. Gyowes C.. Dyospoots, ke & Representative

from Virginin, who pleo died at b residenice during the res
cess of Congress.




